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CURRENT COMMENT.

Tut: total foreign exports of tlio
United Slates for the U months of
lh'J7 reached 1174,000,000.

1'kxnbvi.VAXIA spent lwit year
on her public hcl.ool, nnd over

1,000,000 pupils were enrolled.

TiiKltrc Is u lllielihood that American
and EukIIsIi unions may amalgamate.
I'rohnhly 15,000,000 men would bo In
tliu union.

In llcrlln 32 divorces nriBrnntcd for
every 1,000 marriages. After Itcrlln
comes Hamburg with U7, while Paris is
far behind with only 11.

CiiicAno will havo an underground
system of rmotimnt'.u tubes through
which packages of every description
can bo shot to any part of the city.

Lr.wis Gkoihii: Clank, 80 years old,
tho original George Harris of Harriet
llccchcr Stovve's famous novel, "Undo
Tom's Cabin," died nt Lexington, Ky.,
n few days ogo.

A l'Arnit watch has been exhibited
by a Dresden vvntchmnkcr. Tho paper
Is prepared in such n manner that tho
watch Is said to bo as serviceable ar
those in ordinary use.

A mat of Jerusalem in mosaic, over
1,500 years old, has been found at
Mud aba, Palestine. It was discovered
In uncovering tho ruins of an old
church about to be. rebuilt.

Gkiiman arcluunlogists havo recently
mada and reported somo valuable dis-
coveries in Asia Minor, opposito tho is-

land of Samos. On tliu site of tho
nnclent city of 1'ricno they aro un-
covering tho most complete ancient
Urcclt city thus far known.

In tho presence of Mayor Malstor
and other representative clti7ens of
Haiti more, Mil., n practical test of tho
possibilities of tho hitbmai iuo boat, tho
Argonaut, designed by billion Lalce, of
that city, for the purpose of locating
sunken vessels, removing their cargo
and raising them, was mado tliu other
day. Tho trial trip was In every way
satisfactory, and was pronounced a
success by all who went down with
tho vessel.

At the sixth annual jack rabbit hunt
nt Lamar, Col., which recently took
place there were 1:10 registered hunters
in tho Held and 4,T.(1 rabbits and 117
wild geeso fell to tholr guns. Tho
hunters camu from everywhere, Bos-
ton, Now York, England, Chicago,
Knusas and one man from Kansas City.
"If It wasn't for the mutual rabbit
hunt in Colorado," onci of tho hunters
said, "thu little beasts would eat up tho
state, body and bones, to say nothing
of grain crops and fruit."

IlEV. H. II. E. IuuiN, un evangoltst
from Lincoln, Neb., recently held re-

vival services In a church at Cliaiubcrs-kur- g,

l'n. llo created a sensation by
his remarkable, pulpit utterances. Ho
condemned tho use of tobacco and thu
wearing of whiskers, and predicted
dlro punishment for thoso who offend-
ed in thoso two mutters. At his last
meeting ho condemned tho wearing of
feathers, and so worked upon tho feel-
ings of tho women in his audience that
somo of them tore thu feathers from
their bonnets in sight of all in tho
church.

According to tho chief of tho Penn-
sylvania state bureau of railroads tho
bicycle is hurting tho business of rail-
roads. He says: "In cities llko

many others it cannot bo
gulusald that thu bicycle lias becomo n.

most serious competitor of tho rail-
way. To rclnforco this view of tho
casu an observation was mado in that
city covering two days. During that
time 0,073 peisous passed a given point,
1,003 in thu cars and 1,110 on bicycles;
07.7 per cent, on bicycles and 8'i.y per
cent, on tho cars, or more than
tw") to one In favor of thu
wheel."

Tiik mint of Philadelphia is almost
constantly engaged In turning out
cents mado of copper w 1th a slight al-

loy of zinc and tl.i, Tho state of Penn-
sylvania alone, absorbed 11,000,000 last
year and New York 9,000,000. There
is much curiosity about tliu tlnal fate
of these cents. Nobody Is ublo to tell
what has becomo of the hundreds of
millions of cents issued by thu mint
since it began operations. It is rather
u prolltablu business for tho govern-
ment, as It means thu conversion of
copper costing ten cents n pound into
u form In which It Is worth J or mora
ft pound.

Tiik Children's Aid Society of New
York states that in 1M7 there were
2,010 girls between tho ages of 11 and
JO huld for trial in thu great city,
while in lbUO there wore hut CIS. In
view of thu increase In population of
the city the number, in casu conditions
had not Improved, would havo been
over 1,000. This Improvement seems
utmost incredible. Incrcaso of facili-
ties for education and thu formation of
girls' clubs aru crcdltod as umong tho
chief means contributing to the re-su-

In thu samn period there has
been an increase in the number of boys
arrested.

Tiik Chicago Times-Heral- d suys:
And now some bclentltlc sharp has
bolcmnly warned a microbe-frightene- d

public that tho handshake must go.
no bays uiui siupnyiococcr auu all
kinds of horrid things at thatsortlurk
around thu humau hand, ready to

diseases to whomsoever may
coruo In contact with them. He adds
that one who shakes thu hand ot an-

other person is liable tocatch diphthe-
ria, consumption, measles, typhoid
fever, scarlut fever, or sinull-po- . 1

the handshake disseminates one-quart- er

ot tho dlsagrceublu things
alleged it will have to go.

Iowa's standing as u fruit-produci-

state, now one of thu highest In the
west, is threatened, and a great prop-
erty loss within the next few years U

feared, according to reports made at u

recent meeting of tho State Hortlcul
ural society at Des Moines about the
Sun Joso scale. Tho reports came
from all parts of tho statu. The scale
is an insect originally found in Call
fornia which has recently :omo eusL
It is found that tho insect is well es-

tablished in Iowa and is spreading
fast. Thu society concluded that uu
less its spread Is checked at onco 1)

Vlll destroy tho orchard industry.

NEWS OF THE WEEK

Qloanod By Tolcffraph ard Mall,

l'i:ilSONAI, ANO I'OLITIGAU
Tiik notnlnntlonof Charles G. Dawes,

nf Illinois, to ho comptroller of thu
currency, was confirmed by the sennte.

Caiil ScilOliJ! was presi-
dent of tho National Civil Hcrvleo lie-for- m

league at thu meeting at Cincin-
nati on tho 17th. A resolution was
passed scoring tho attempts ot con-
gressmen to ropcal tho civil service
laws.

Dklfoatk Callahan will make an
effort this winter to convince congress
that Oklahoma is deserving of state-
hood.

Tin: A. V. of h. convention at Nash-
ville, Tcnn., on tho 17th adopted reso-
lutions for tho government ownership
ot telegraph Hues, against anti-scal- p

Ing legislation, for tho appointment
of factory Inspectors nnd for nu amend-
ment to thu constitution depriving
courts of the power to sot nsldo laws
mado by tho people. Tho proposition
to creato a national department of
labor was Indorsed and tho federa-
tions stand against tho principle of
compulsory arbitration was reiterated.

Plir.HlDK.NT McIviNLKr has Informed
Chief Sargent, of tho llrotherhood of
Locomotive Firemen, that ho will ne-co-

a hearing to labor leaders before
a new member Is selected to succeed
Col. Morrison on thu Interstate com-
merce commission.

Tiik nomination of Attorney General
McICcnna to succeed .lustice Field on
tho supremo bench will not bo acted
upon by tho scnatu until after tho
ChrlstmaH holidays.

Gov. doNKH has commissioned Miss
Emma Whittliigton, of Hot Springs, ns
an honorary colonel In thu Arkansas
reserve militia. This Is tho llrst ap-
pointment of the kind uvcr made In
thu state.

Sk.vatou Ciiandlku, of New Hamp-
shire, has published a. letter in which
hu deprecates any action on tho cur-
rency question and advises congress to
await thu progress of international
bimetallism, llu thinks it will he
political suicide for tho republican
party to do anything on tho subject at
present.

Till: commissioner of pensions
befoio thu scnatu committee on

civil service, which is conducting nn
Investigation Into tho operations of
the civil sorvico system, and gavo testi-
mony adverse to tho system. He
thought somo reform would havo to be
enacted or the country would have the
Infliction of n civil service list.

Tin: houso committee on currency
will havo something moru to consider
besides tho llnnnclal scheme of Secre-
tary Gage, ovory member having a plan,
which will bo perfeetod during tho
holidays, and all phases of thu cur-
rency problem being treated.

JosiAll M. QlllNCV, democrat, was re-

elected mayor of Boston on tho 21st.
Tine civil service law was considered

at tho cabinet meeting on tho 21st and,
while no dollnltu policy was outlined,
It was determined to maintain thu
prlnelplu of tho law.

Dklkoatks of thu Cherokee and
Creek Indians at Washington held a
conference on tho 21st nnd decided on
a course of action on January 1, when
tho tribal courts nro to bu abolished.
They will Instruct tho tribal courts to
sit ns usual mid If they nro stopped by
thu United States authorities tho casu
will bo carried to tho supreme court
for a decision ns to tho constitutional-
ity of tho law.

Tiik president has determined to
carry out his original purpose of nom-
inating Charles P. Ilryan, of Illinois, to
bu minister to China, Thu nomina-
tion will bo sunt to thu senate after
thu holidays.

Miss Lida Hkiiiikiit, tho daughter of
Herbert, committed sul-cid- u

at Washington by jumping from a
window. Shu was despondent because
shu had met with an accident by fall-
ing from her horse which promised to
cripple her for life.

Gk.V. A. It. OAJtriiKl.l,
general and ot tho state's
prison of Kansas, committed suicide in
u hotel at Chicago by taking morphine.

M1BCKJULANEOUB.
Tiik American Missionary associa-

tion made public at New York on the
20th its nist annual report. It showed
that hundreds ot students had been
turned away from its schools for want
of funds. Tho receipts from tho differ-
ent sources for tho year were SlOl,-371.0- 8.

Tiik American Federation of Labor
on tho 18th thu following
olUeers: President, Samuel Gompcrs;
tiist vice picsldcut, P. J. McGulre; sec-
retary, Frank Morrison; treasurer,
George It. Lonuon. Kansas City, Mo.,
was chosen as thu next meeting place.

At a bull light atGaudalajara Mev.,
thu bull jumped thu barrier and
charged thu spectatots. Three persons
wcru gored to death nnd nine injured.
Many were also hurt In thu panic
which ensued.

Tin: store ot tho Mcrmod & .laccard
Jowelry company at St. Louis was de-

stroyed by tiro on thu lUth, together
with tho Model Cloak company, tho
former sustaining a loss of $335,000 and
the latter 850,000.

AsilLAM,Vn., reported n Blight shock
of earthquake at 0:45 o'clock on the
evening of tho loth.

PiTTsiiuuaii, Pa., Is trying to got tho
G. A. It. encampment to meet in that
city in 1000 and to take part in tho
dedication of a grand soldiers' monu-
ment to cost in tho neighborhood of
S500.000.

Tiik assistant secretary of tho in-

terior has ruled that a soldier's vvido.v
has a right to prosecute to a llnal ad-
judication a claim for a pension
tiled by her deceased husband if the
claim Is rejected and tho husband dies
before appealing from the commis-
sioner of pension's action.

A tiiain on tho Chicago & Eastern
Illinois railroad ran into un extra train
near Clinton, Ind.. the other morning
nnd three employes wcru killed aud
half a dozen others Injured. Koth en-

gines were badly wrecked, tho bag-gag- u

car w as throw u down nn embank-
ment und the mull car smashed.

HiaiiwAV robberies occur dally and
nightly in SU Louis aud so general has
becomo tho alarm that u tremendous
sale of firearms has been started.
Judges Stevenson, Peabody. Wood und
Wlthrow recently declared that rob-
beries and assaults had conic to bo of
so frequent occurrence that no one
was bate, und that no person could bo
blamed for going urincd

A tkollky car at Philadelphia,
whilo descending a hill, got out of the
control of tho moiorinau and dashud
into a Iiorso car. Thu stove was upsut
and the wreckage caught fire aud
burned. Many passengers wcro seri-
ously injured.

CM AsSs5rB-.-
v-- :

JaEvT IS no fair, nnd
fresh, nnd sweet,

This yenr that
may be oursgjg Perhaps

replotc,
with happi-

ness
Full piny for nlj

nfyrr our pow rs.
Success In nil wo un-

dertake....... .mt. -- ... ...m ilf.nr.INC IUVU U UIIC J.IMT.J.
And pence, nnd rem, for hearts thnt break,

Who wants to die this year7
Do you 7 Do 17
Who wants to die.

This ycnr7

lis winding pnthn nre nil untrod,
And they mny often lend

Where pcrfum'd flowers Bayly nod
Supplies for ev'ry need.

Hut other pnlhs mny He between.
Our vision Is not clear.

Though grief nnd pnln nwnlt, unsoen.
Who wnnts to die this year

Do j ou" Do 17
Who wnnts to din

This )cnr7
Kncli J ear's n book, with pages white,

Thnt we so blindly nil:
One lies within our hnnds

To blot nnd tnnr nt will.
With many secret fniilts Indulged,

Tnll stumbling-block- s we renr.
Our hopes nnd fenrs nre all divulged;

Who wnnls to die this jcar7
Do you7 Do I?
Who wants to dlo

This jcnr7
God gave tho yenrs that still have come.

And we havo called our own.
They held unnumbered Jos for some,

Or cine nil Joy ln.il flown.
Wc use the moments, one by one.

Without much thought or fpar
Hut oh. wo have so little donel

Who wnnls to die this ycarT
Do you 7 Do 17
Who wants to dlo

This ear7

This jcnrl Twclvo fleeting months from
now,

'Twill bo Inst jear as well.
Eternity can yet endow,

And nil life's story tell.
Though short, or long, for us the time,

Our landscape bright, or drenr,
Tho question holds both proso and rhyme,

Who wants to die thlsicar?
Do you 7 Do 17
Who wnnts to dlo

This cnr7

Ah, death will many millions nee!.!
Tholr hour must come In turn.

next dny, week by week.
We'll of their goings lenrn.

Wo ennnot stay, though stay we would,
Our end mny bo so ncarl

Oh, are we living ns wo should?
Who wants to die this j ear?

Do you? Do I?
Who wunts to dlo

This year?
Mrs. Kindley Hraden, In N. Y. Obseror.
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APPY New Yearl"
I said, cheerfully,
to Susan, my sis-

ter, as I entered
the library, where

CfKZJr'C sllc wnfc sitting by
f die inc.

1 hud just gotten hack to town. To
my surprise she looked at me indig-
nantly, und declined to return my
greeting.

She Is n very pretty joung woman,
full of graces mid caprices, .hut Is less
pretty when she adopts her present
mode of expression. Her giny eyes I

noted when opened with this particular
stare or is It a glower are not near
us lovely and foscinnting ns when
bright, pathetic, merry or sad, which
nre their usual variations of expres-
sion.

And her mouth, which I hac nlvvnjs
told Susan is her best feature. If com-
pressed as at present to accord with the
general seerc tone of disgusted de-

pression pervading her face, loses nt
least one-hal- f its charm. Kven the
wave of Susan's chestnut brown hair
seem to wear n rebellious air, Indicative
of suppressed Indignation nt some one
or something.

"Happy New " I began again, after
I kissed Sue lightly and starting to
unfold the morning paper, which I

picked up from the center table, not
Inning had time to read it nil day.

"Tom Waring, if j.ou say that again
I will pitch this at J ou," interrupted
Susan, holding up a well-boun- d hook
which .she Jin.il evidently just removed,
from a pasteboard box on the table.

I naturally laughed.
Why do women with a view to inspire

fear or trepidation ever threaten to
"throw" nn object, whether book or
hall, knife or scissors? Has it not
been recognized und established, down
nil the uges, thnt not one of them can
hit the side of a house, much less nn In-

dividual.
"I suppose your desire would he to

dislocate the very handsome cover of
that book? You might aim at me, but
you would probably hit the bookcase,"
I remarked, drawing up the biggest
and most comfortable chair in the
room to the henrth, and ensconcing my-
self for nn hour or two of lazy enjoy-
ment before dinner time, for I was
rather fagged by my hurried journey
to cud from Chichester, u small town

d miles away.
"Who sent it?" 1 Inquired. "Did it

come with any good wishes attached;
or did jou impress on the donor jour
radical objection to any polite ad-

herence to the good and ancient cus-
tom of wishing a Happy New Y "

"Don't ou dare to sny It," warned
Susan, holding up the destructive mis-
sile with n gesture so very determined
that I abrubtly came to n halt, not
wishing to see Herbert Cameron's

volume for 1 had recog-
nized his handwriting on the cover of
the book land in the lire.

lly thl.s time Susan's ejes had lost
something of their strong aggressivt-ucs- s

and a glint of puzxtcd laughter
was faintly ilWiernlhle In their warm
depths, albeit a wistful shade was gath-
ering over her bonny face.

In the capacity of elder brother and
guardian to a forlorn litt,' mite of on
orphan girl, 1 had vvatchca over Suo
with tenderest care aud solicitude for
16 j ears.

According to my mlcuUtlon, If n
man's calculutteu i.l such matters be of
nuy account, Suuan was SI on the 5th
of the month. Hut very likely, by u
feminine process of reasoning, it was
all different. Mnj he she was 19, maj be
25 in thu ejes of herself and girl com-
panions,

A Susan Is a remarkably bright,

not to sny n very brilliant girl, nnd one
of decided strength of character. It
was clear to perceive that something
had gone radically wrong with th:i
jvtng wcinou during the day.

She tint! ensconced herself amid a lot
of cushions on a big divnn near by,
and wns looking nt me wl'h so queer
nn expression, half penitent, half sor-
rowful, and wholly pu.lcd, thnt 1 felt
Impelled to come to the rescue, al-

though on principle and
custom 1 Intermeddled, not hav-

ing a full confidence In nnd nn admira-
tion for thnt handsome child's enpacil
to properly conduct her pcisonal af-

fairs.
"Mny I inquire, sis, whnt jour objec-

tion Is to the good wishes of jojr
friends, and why jou dcitre to destroy
that gift of Cameron's?" 1 inquired,
poking up the fire,

"Why, how in the world did jou find
out he sent it?" asked Sue, In vvldc-eje- d

surprise.
1 silently took the cover of the box,

which lay on the table, and turned it
d her. Her name, written In Her-

bert's big characteristic scrawl, was i
sullleicnt explanation.

"I am," snld Sue, In a low nnd sub-
dued tone, edging close to me on her
divan, "I ntn in un nwfu quandary I

Something positively tcrriblei I have
been half wild over It all daj long; nnd

YOU OI'UNKD AND

j ou were so mean as to stay nway up
to this hour four o'clock in the after-
noon!"

Now, considering that I had gone most
reluctantly on an urgent telegraphic
summons from an old Invalid client
(and n wealthy one), who desired, I
knew, some alteration In his will; that
I hud done without breakfast, so as to
catch the early train; had driven sK
miles out from the station, in the teeth
of a biting north wind; had worked hard
all day, nnd hud hurried back to town,
to dine this special evening nt home
with my unreasonable joung sister, it
seemed to me I hardly deserved her
present keen reproach, one intensified
by the look. '

Hut here, ns In the matter of age,
women have their own special way of
looking at things; nnd If they jumble up
"circumstances" with "volitions," "in-
tent" with "necessity," it Is doubtless
owing to their aloofness with the hard
problems of life, those terrible conun-
drums of brend winning which force us
to be more cautious in our apprecia-
tions aud lucid in our inferences.

"Just so," I remarked, without at-

tempting nn explanation ot the whjs
and wherefores of my enforced nbitnee.
"As I am here now, suppose j ou tell me
what the trouble Is, little one."

"It's aw full" again ejaculated Susan,
Impressively, 'and I began to believe It
really must he, for there was just the
suspicion of a dimness in her big, grnj
eyes.

I began to feel n dim, stern animosity
awake in the bottom of my heart toward
Cameron. If thnt man has caused any
grief to my winsome, jojous pet I will
neither forgive nor tolerate it, if human
intervention is of anj avail.

"Awful!" I repeated, lightly, scnnnlng
closely Sue's lovelj, flushed, perturbed
fnce, "What is the catasli optic which
has befallen dining my absence? Has
a burglar carried off jour diamonds!
or have jour dressmaker and tailor
spoiled jour new gowns? Sny the word
and I'll cable to Purls nnd London."

"Neither, jou sillj boy," nnswered
Sue. "It's worse. Just rend that."

Sue tossed over to me an open en-

velope containing a note or letter, and
fixed ou me a look of surprise nnd des-
pair.

"Well," I said, turning over the mis-- -

she without rending It. "I can t see
how this can Interest jou so keenlj, ns
It is not addressed tojou."

On the envelope was written In Came-
ron's abominable handwriting "Miss
Louise Morrison."

"That's exactly it," snld Sue, tcur-full-

"I opened and rend It!"
I looked at Sue In astonishment. I

hrcw her to be thnt exceptional thing,
a strictly nnd scrupulously honorable
joung ftllow--woma- n, I meant to sny
The Idea of Sue deliherntelj" opening
her friend's letter, espcclallj' when she
knew well, never mind.

I was now fully determined not to
tolerate Cameron's curlj' nnd late visits
any longer. I would not have him send
hothouse flowers to Susan, nnd lavish
like attentions on Miss Morrison at one
and the same time. We would inaugu-
rate a new sj stem with the New Year.

"You opened nnd read this letter?"
I asked, slowly, possibly with some
slight bevercty,"wheu jou knew it was
not written, to jou?"

Sue flushed deeply, nnd n look of
pained indignation swept over her face.

"Whj loin; who do jou take me for?
Of course notl I thought it was forme,
or 1 would never have broken the seal
of the horrid thing! It's aw full" added
Sue, clasping her hands with a gesture
of despair.

"What's in It?" 1 asked, bluntlj-- .

"Head It," responded Sue.
"You must rend it, Tow, to under-

stand and help me out. Louise will
never, never forgive inel nnd she will
never, never believe that I did not op:n
her hateful letter out ot mean curi-
osity."

"Ot that u mny bt very sure, my
dear child," I said.

This was not magnanimous, but I wns
seriously auuojed nt the absurd im-
broglio into which four people were be-
ing plunged by Cumerou't folly.

For it bad not escaped me that Sue's

large cjes would brighten, nnd n ten-
der hesltntlon soften her usual wit and
brilll.iuej of spirits whenever Cameron
came up to her.

Ami where, In nil the wide world,
could unj nature be funnd more line
nnd lovnble, more hpuest and straight-
forward or one more fascinating, fiom
her chniigcs nnd s of moods
and spirits, than Su-n- ii Ilnvcrdlinui
Waring, the Idol ormj biothcr'. hctirtV

l'or the life of me I could not under-
stand how a man in hlssciiRescniild fall
to appreciate that little girl's immense
supeiioritj over Loti!e Monlson, that
unreliable, small-souh-- d .voung woman,
whose vanity was ns ns
her astuteness. Two hideous traits.

The letter was well, n glance suf-

ficed to Inform me that It contained the
usual rhapsodies and Idiocies.

"It was In the first pages of the book,"
explained she, teat fully, "and, so .vou
see, Tom, thnt was sent to me; so with-
out noticing the nddrcss I opened and
read the nonsensical thing. Do jou
know, Tom, dear," continued Sue, nnd
in spite of her mortified distress, two
lovely dimples crept in the corners of
her mouth, "It wns by a mere accident
I noticed Louise's name on the en-

velope. It fell on the floor with the
address uppermost."

"Well, rhlld," I said, "all v,oti have
to do Is to notify Cameron of the uc- -

ItDAD THIS I.P.TTKK."

cldcnt, and let him try his hand nt nn
effusive epistle to his Indj love, or en-

close this tiling fust as it is to Miss
Morrison and write her an honest

of jour crior. To my mind,
the llibt would be the safer plan of
the two. It would be a little nvvkwaid
for jou both, and will deluj' the ex-- li

emery readj acieptaiiLe th.it is wnit-in- g

for hiiii, which is a pitj. as. If 1

understood his extremely involved sen-
tences, he Is hoping. 1 believe the fel
low wiotu 'Pining.' or some such word,
this very uftciuoon. Wnnts to start
out on thu new jear with n cartload of
Illusions and fantastic anticipations of
coming happiness. Happiness, with
Louise Harrison!" I adiUd sardonically.
"Whj, I venture to predict on next New
Year's he will be looking nround for n
method of escape."

I poked thu fire viciously, for I was
soiely grieved to note the pain wnj
down In thu depths of Sue's gray ejes,
nnd purposelj-- I Epukc roughlj-- of the
absurd affair.

The little girl must needs grow ac-

customed to the situation. The
sooner the better.

"I'll send n note (o him right off then,
Tom," Sue said, huirlcdlj-- . "It will be
mj New Year greeting to him," and
she laughed brightly.

Hut mj' enr could detect n jangle In
flic sweet notes.

"What infernal fools men nre," 1

soliloquized, internally, and from the
vantage giound of mj'old bachelorhood
I looked with supreme contempt on
the blunders nnd misapprehensions I
could note in the matrimonial ven-
tures of my friends und acquaintances,
by which they sodctcrmlnnteh brought
untold sorrows upon themselves.

"Serves 'em right," I ndded, men-
tally.

"Harris, take this note nround to Mr.
Cameron nnd bring the nuswer," I di-

rected to (he butler, who nnswered thu
bell. "You'll be npt to find him in."

Silence fell between us when the door
had closed, nnd I lit n cigar.

Twilight had fallen, filling with Its
eoft shallows the nooks nnd corners of
the library, nnd outside the bustle nnd
animation of the street were urenter
than usual, for humanity, with its
usunl luck of perspicacity, must needs
celebrate with fireworks nnd jollity the
advent of the incoming which Is
also one less in which the present gen
eration can flaunt nnd display its folly,

"Well, little one," I said, finnlly. "it's
about time to dress fur dinner. Uj' the
bje, I put n small box from Tiffany
on jour plate."

"You aro n dear old boj" she said,
putting her arms around my neck.

I drew her down by my side nnd kept
smoking, while she leaned her head
confidingly and sorrowfully on my
shoulder.

A carriage dashed up to the houso
and I heard a pause and the hnli door
slam.

"Mr. Cameron," announced Harris.
As Sue hud started up and I wns sit-

ting in shadow, Herbert Cameron evi-drn- tlj

fall&d to perceive inc.
"Did you believe it possible." he said,

agitatedly nnd in a pleading voice, lean-
ing forward with outstretched nrms,
"thnt I could write such a letter to
f.ijonc but jou? To anyone but the
dearest nnd loveliest woman "

"Ahem!" I Interposed, rising and
coming fonvnrd. "Uood-evnin- Cam-
eron; glad to seo Wish n
happy New Year. Hope jou understood
Susan's slight mistake in opening Miss
Morrison's note."

"Hush, man! Stopl" said Cameron,
nearly shaking mj' nrm off. "I vvroto
that to Miss Waring. Of course j'ou
know that by an absurd mistake I put
it in an envelope addressed to Miss Mor-
rison, Instead of the card I was sending
her with a. box of candy."

"Oh," I said, endeavoring to extrl-cat- o

my crushed and aching fingers.
"Then"

"Yes," said Cameron, in a low tone,
and without releasing mc. "Ask her,
old fellow, to glorifj this New Year
for inc! Ask her"

"All right," 1 hastily interposed, ex-
tricating what was left of my hand and
hastily retreating toward tho door.
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"Ask 1it yourself. I have no enrlhly
objectlo.i to It." N. O. Tlmes-Deiu- o

crut.

PASSING AWAY.

A I'rn TIimiibM nt (lit-- Clour ut llu
Yvnr.

The enr is ill ing in llic night.. It wns hut
a little while ago thnt wc took a Ktrnngerhv
the lintid nnd gave luin hmrtv welcome nt
the threshold, ns a parting guent left invvlm
should not return out wny again. And now
the sometime stranger linn become n

familiar, nnd lie, too, pnmrs out, and vvc

shall see him no more. It enrncs with it
nothing of pcntiinciitnlitv, hut of n true nnd
lofty sentiment instead, thnt we should take
account of those vrnrs as they pans, nnd
consult r wliere thoy found iu, nnd where
they hnve left us. Astro'iomv would not
pel lisps be thought to hold tloie relation to
the moral or to the relations life, hut it i

the nntronnmicnl feature of the vear tint
gives it its most mm i.rd characteristic, and
enables us to appropriate a wholesome
lesson For ns it isto the position vvhith
the Creator has given this whirling world
of ours in its orbit Hint we owe the thnrnis
nnd the changes of the reasons, which servo
to until, the mot uncut of the hands on the
dial face of the ) ear now from sunlight to
shadow, and ngnin from withered leaves and
rold nnd snow to the bloom, the radiance
and vvnrmth of stiiiiincr so it is, by these
evcr-vnrjm- g changes vvc mnrk the progros
nf the J car; and it is liy the recurrence of a
pirticulnr one, ns that of the winter
solstice, that we note the completion of an-
other cjclo. Wo look out during the ihv,
and vo sec snow nnd sleet nnd liancnncss
on wood and field, which hut a few weeks
ago weie clothed ill verdure or decked with
the beauty of the lilies. We look up to tho
heavens at night, nnd we miss the familiar
constellations that greeted our ejes but a
little while ngo, and instead ue see Oiion,
who comes with the told and goes with it,
puncturing the west with his spear, while
Sinus Hashes upon the glistening cartli the
light of u hlnzingsun a thousandfold brighter
than our own. As vvc note these and other
rhnnges we are also to realize, as otherwise
we should not, that another .veir has passed,
and that wc ate brought so niurli nearer thu
gates of ctcrmt). It is but iiiituial, loo, nt
this tune thnt tender memories of other
ihjs should coino bcfoie us, and that wo
should thin!, how one bj one our friends
have passed away it seems bo long ago!
and left us decotnto. Hut to those of ad-
vanced jcam there is great compensation in
the thought that eveiy recurring) ear bungs
us nearer to them, brings us neartr the end
of our journey. The wny has been hard and
weaij ut times, and as the loved ones liavc
fallen by the wny it has become lonely
traveling. Hut it will not be long now:
some daj not distunt the gate will suing
open for us, and then what n meeting thnt
will be! Nor should we lament the swift
fljing veaiH. Well has the poet said:
"Heaven gives our years of fading strength

Indemnifying Mectness,
And those ot outh a seeming length

Proportioned to their sweetness "
The joung may well rejoice at the pass-in- g

away of the old jear and the uslicting in
of the new with .ill its possibilities; but the
Christian of tnaturcr jenu is content, if he
does not us spontaneously tejoice, that it
luings him out of the stoim into the culm,
from out the shadows of taith into thu
radiance of eternity. Chi istian Work.

TURNING OVER A NEW LEAF,

Thu At ii It I hi; mill Keeping; or (iitoil
Itl'HOllltloilK,

Inevitable us the New Year Itself Is
the crop of good resolutions that spring
up with Its advent. And often tie
question arises us to the value or de-

sirability of all these resolves. As far
back as the dajs of Debotahaud Harak,
It was scornfully asked of what pur-
pose were grc.it resolves of ticnrt if
these lesulttd in no action, hut were
dissipated in mere talk, und dissolved
into thin nir when brought to the test?
And it is ns easj to-d- to innke resolu-
tions und not keep them ns when the
Heubeulti's remained behind ut the
sheep fulds.

To inuke good resolutions is uudouht-tdl- j

a good thing, but to make, and then
break them, cannot fall to buvu n

effect upon one. Nut Hint
it is nlwjjs, or, perhaps ever, possible
for us to live up to our own highest pur-
poses, i. or that because this Is so, we
should limit oui selves to low ideals. I'ar
be it from us, we must aim ns high as
possible; failing then, we fail at least
nearer the top. Hut to keep on making
resolutions und allow Ing these easllj-t- o

lose their hold upon us, to let slip the
occasiou when we see It, because weure
"too tired," or In "too great a hurry,"
or "hnven't time," or positively "don't
care," and then to feel thnt we can
make these same resolutions nil over
ngnin when the mood serves, this is
pernicious. For each time the resolve
is let go means that much less t,

that much less tenacity nnd in-

tegrity of purpose, thnt much less
power of holding on, for the record is
broken, nnd the greut resolve has
turned out to be a mere dead letter.

The trouble is in being content with
making the resolutions. This is only
the beginning, und behind nnd beneath
it must be the strong determination to
keep to the resolve, to let it lift our life
to n higher level. It is not only the
turning over of the new lenf that Is
neccssarj', it is in making the contents
of that leaf all that they should be un-
til the time comes to turn the next,
that the effort consists. Washington
Home Mngazine.

(iood-ll- y, DM Yrnrt
Ah, dear old year, I haven't been'

So very good to you.
I promised oh, so many things

That I would surely'do.
When you should come, nnd here jou'vo

been
Twelve months-- It seems like more;

And I'm no better thnn I was
Last year or year before!

nut kiss mo quick the New Yenr waits,
(How good you are to say,

Thnt If I'll truly be to her.
Good every single day

Last year won't count). Well, take ray
hand,

I truly mean to try,
She'll calling me to come with her

Good-b- Old Year, good-by- l
Ellen Knight Bradford, In Washington

Homo Magazine.

A Turned Lenf.
What is written u written. The old

we cannot recall, 'that leaf in the hook ot
our life U turned; it is closed; we may not
change or erase a single mark, ltegret over
its black spots is all in vain. Hut a new
jear opens to us a fair, clean page on which
we may write what we hat. 'Hunk jou it
will look a year hence us this one docs we
have just closed? Golden Hule.

Uteolrlcul bchciue III Geriunny,
At Kuhrort, the coal and iron center

ot Germany, a scheme is being floated
to erect a central station and distribute
electrical energy for lighting and pow-
er to the many surrounding manufuc
turing establishments.

Quite lu Order,
Kovv natural, if not necessary, to mala

New Year's resolutions of economy just
after the experiences of the Chrutmai

MOTTO ON THE DENTIST'S WALl

Knrnitnl the .SufTcrlnic I'ntlrnt llin
l'lcnxcil l'ullcr.

"I tell jou what it is," the infuriated pa
ticnt wns saying to the dentist, "1 don't
mind so much the wny In which jou vnnked
out thnt tooth, nor even the fact of its be
ing the wrong tooth, nor the price you
nsked for parnljzing my nerve, nor any ol
the disagreeable things said to me,
nor the insinuation thnt a tcn-- j car-ol- d

child would have stood It better; no, I can't
say thnt I care for any of thnt racket. It U
something else that hnrhed the iron thnt
entered my soul- - I mean mj' jnw."

"I suppose j ou didn't like the manner ir,
which 1 assisted jou out of that chair?'
said the dent'st.

"It wnsn't that," continued the man will
Hi fractured paw, "1 wns in the army and
am used to being shot out of a cannon. Noi
it wasn't the pain when jou took the top ol
my head off. No, sir, it was none of those
It wns that framed and emblazoned moth
ou jour wall which aroused in me the feeling
that Insult had been added to injury."

The dentist smiled ns his ejes followed
those of his tooth-torture- patient, and read
those words:

PDACK! nn STILL.

"My wife designed thnt suggestion," he
said: "I think it wns clever of her." And he
handed back enough money for car fnre and
put another sound tooth in Ins collection.
Chicago Times-Herald- .

I'p In Mmtlcnl I.orc.
At sea, as many people know, time, in-

stead of being reckoned by hours, is divided
into watches of four hours each. From
four o'clock to six, nnd six o'clock to eight,
there nre half divisions, nauticnlly termed
dog wntches. In nn insurance case the coun-
sel asked an old sailot what time of ds-- a cer-
tain collision occurred, nnd received there-ply- :

"About the middle of the first dog
watch." In summing up the case the bar-
rister enlarged upon the information thus
imparted, ns follows: "You can imagine, gen
tlcincn of the jury", the care which existed on
this occasion, when, ns nppcnrs from one of
the plaintiff's own witnesses, this valuable
ship nnd her cargo nnd the lives of passen-
gers and crew were intrusted to what, gen-
tlemen? why, to the mere watch of a dog!"

I'nglish Paper.

State op Ohio, Citt or Toledo,
Lucas Count v. f

Fiank .1. Cheney makes oath that he is the
senior partner of the firm of K. .1. riipnuv
A, Co , doing business in the city of Toledo.
County and State aforesaid, and that said
fum will pay the sum of One Hundred Dol-
lars for ench nnd evcrj case of cntnrrh thnt
tannot be cured by the use of Hall's Cntnrrh
Cure. J. CIIHNKY.

Sworn to before me nnd subscribed in my
presence, this 0th dny of December, A. D.
1SC A. V. OLKASON,

Seal Notary Public.
Hall's Catarrh Cure is taken internally and

nets directly on the blood and mucous sur-fsee- s

of the system. 8end for testimonials,
fi ee. V. J. CH ICNF.Y L CO., Toledo, O.

Sold by druggists, 75c,
Hall's Family Pill s arc the best.

Timely.
First Klondike Miner (wallowing through

snowdrifts higher than his cabin, his ears,
nose, toes nnd fingers frozen, chattennglyl

m mas!
Second Klondike Miner (ditto) S S--

tt-t- ii
hnt our d d d d--

delight in calling "A r old fashioned
C C-- Ilrooklyn ICagle.

Don't snnp in two. Limber up. St. Ja-
cobs Oil will cure lumbago sure.

Vcrjf few people rend a new hook until
it appears at the public library. Atchisor
Globe.

Trenifndnni Uxoilus to (lie Klondike,
Despite the warnings of those who have

been on the spot, nnd predict suffering in
the Klondike region, thousands of adven
turous Americans nre wending their way
thitherward. All of them should be pro-
vided with that medicinal safeguard, Hostct
ter's Stomach Hitters, which warms and
nourishes the sjstem, nnd prevents malavvs;
rheumatism, kidney trouble, besides reme-
dying liver complaint, djspepsia and r6nsti
pation. (

Struck It Itlcli.
"I see Piimiey'g wife has a new sealskin

coat."
"Yes, lie's lind n streak of luck."
"How was that?"
"Got his thumb smashed the day after

ho took out 'an accident policy for $50 a
w eek." Cleveland Lender.

To Care n Cold In One Dny
Take Laxative Iiromo Quinine Tablets. All
druggistu refund money if it fails to cure. 25c.

Women have great resnect for a woman
who has her hair done up by a professional
hair dresser. Atchison Globe.

The under dog in the fight nmy be right,
but the upper dog doesn't care a snap if he
is. Chicago News.

Better times come to all cured of aches
And pains by St. Jacobs Oil.

The utility of life is not in its extent; it
is in the emplovment of it. A man may live
long and live little. Montaigne.

Fits stopped free and permanently cured.
No fits after fust day's use of Dr. Kline's
Great Nerve Hestorer. Free $2 trial bottle ft
treatise. Dr. Kline, 033 Arch it., Phils., Pa.

You nre always meeting people who claim
t li o t tliAtf anvil S'sil tnnnnit 71if haiAmaahi in b tiitj rui u jii iiiuiivj a li imd UEi.uittvn
of the money they save you? Atchison
uioyc.

Time counts, health gains. A quick, sure
Cure St. Jacobs Oil for sprains.

If women were as trifling ns gome men
there would he more divorces. Washing'
ton Democrat. .

Gentle treatment. St. Jacobs Oil soothes
Neuralgia and cures it. It fades away.

When a man makes a fool of himself, he
generally does the job well. Ham's Horn.

He that hath a faithful wife should tak
good care of her. Farm Journal.

Scrofula and
All other blood

Diseases are promptly
And Permanently Cured

By Hood's Sarsaparilla.
If you suffer from

Any form of Blood
Disorder, you should

Take Hood's and
Only Hood's.

SiaHlA FREE INFORMATION

Klondike SEATTLE,
BT

WASH.,
CHAMBER OF COMMXaCIAlaska BUREAU.

Nralltr, Klondike, Alntku. Waahlnctaa
Ntule. Hci.lllr. 05.OOO papulatlani lUtlrou
Commerrill. Wiiifne ami Agricultural Central Dk.b1
OUTFlTSi LOE'T WHCES Longrlt t iprrlanca,
Larirtit City Safaat lloutca. Addmaa BtCUKTABV

AT ONCE wuiiKxtiWANTED work for me pi apare lima
In your own bom. I aane

tamp to Hoc lllO Dep. U, OODTKNEUR, N.

freight paid ?M?Be,0,ov.v:r.n,.?-ci..- a

Manilla. Writ for samples and price., Tbajfai
Manilla lluoaos Company, Camden, M. tK

A. N. K.- -H 1689
WHEK WKITI1VO TO AUVHRTISEHI

aleaae atate (hat you aaw the Adrlle
aent In tbla paper.

l.ilHtS Wnflff All ilkt fills.
Beat Coakb fcjrrup. Taaiea Good. Un I

in lime, sola or aniggitia.
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